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We invite scholars to submit papers for a session dedicated to an in-depth explora9on 
of the history of the 20th-century pes9cide industry, with a special focus on its scien9fic, 
social, and regulatory dimensions. This session seeks to offer a comprehensive overview 
of the processes through which pes9cides were developed, commercialized, regulated, 
and perceived, as well as their enduring impacts on public health, agriculture, and the 
environment. 
 
This session will inves9gate the scien9fic advancements that facilitated the crea9on and 
widespread adop9on of chemical pes9cides, paying par9cular a#en9on to the role of 
innova9ons in chemistry. We welcome submissions that cri9cally analyze the 
technological breakthroughs behind pes9cide innova9ons, as well as those that examine 
the complex rela9onships between chemical industry, governmental agencies, and 
interna9onal regulatory bodies. Contributors are encouraged to explore how regulatory 
frameworks were informed by scien9fic knowledge, economic interests, and public 
health requirements. These frameworks were oMen the product of intricate interac9ons 
involving the chemical industry, policymakers, and scien9fic communi9es, wherein both 
collabora9on and conflict played a role in shaping policies governing pes9cide usage. 
 
We also invite contribu9ons that address the social, environmental, and health impacts 
of pes9cide use. The widespread applica9on of pes9cides in agriculture had far-reaching 
effects on public health, ecosystems, and biodiversity. Papers that inves9gate the risks 
posed by pes9cide exposure to human health, as well as those that assess the long-term 
environmental consequences, are par9cularly welcome, as they will deepen our 
understanding of the toxic legacy of these chemicals in the modern world. 
 
Moreover, the session will explore how public percep9ons of pes9cides evolved over the 
20th-century. Ini9ally celebrated as technological miracles that enhanced agricultural 
produc9vity, pes9cides eventually became the subject of significant environmental and 
health concerns. We are especially interested in contribu9ons that trace the role of 
public awareness and ac9vism in shaping the discourse around pes9cide use, including 
key moments such as the publica9on of Carson’s Silent Spring and the rise of the 
environmental movement, which spurred cri9cal changes in both public opinion and 
regulatory prac9ces. 
 
Through this session, we aim to foster a nuanced discussion of the pes9cide chemical 
industry, emphasizing its pivotal role in shaping contemporary agricultural prac9ces, 
public health policy, and environmental debates. We encourage submissions that engage 
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with primary sources and contribute to ongoing historiographical debates, offering new 
insights into the intersec9ons between science, industry, society, and the environment. 
 
 
Submission Deadline: 
 
Please submit proposals that engage with these themes by  
November 15th, 2024 to Silvia Pérez-Criado. Further details, please contact at 
silvia.perez-criado@uv.es  
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